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Jason Lantzer is an assistant director, 
university, honors program, at Butler 
University in Indianapolis. Lantzer 
is the author of Prohibition is Here to 
Stay: The Reverend Edward S. Shu-
maker, and the Dry Crusade in Amer-
ica (2009), Mainline Christianity: The 
Past and Future of America’s Majority 
Faith (2012), and Rebel Bulldog: The 
Story of One Family, Two States, and 
the Civil War (2017), among other 
works. He and his wife, Erin were 
married at Meridian Street UMC in 
1999, and the church is also where 
both of their children were baptized.

To mark, the church’s bicentennial, authors Andrea Neal, and Jason Lantzer examine the buildings, the 
people, and the faith journey of the oldest church in Indianapolis. In doing so, they identify the defining 
moments of both Methodist and city history against a backdrop of national, social, and political change.

Andrea Neal is a teacher of English 
and U.S. history at Saint Richard’s 
Episcopal School in Indianapolis and 
a former journalist. Neal is the author 
of Pence: The Past Power (2018) and 
Road Trip: A Pocket History of Indiana 
(2016). Her great grandfather, Orien 
Wesley Fifer, was a well-known 
Indianapolis pastor at Central Avenue 
United Methodist Church from 1917 
to 1927. Neal grew up at First United 
Methodist Church of Noblesville but 
has belonged to Meridian Street UMC 
for most of her adult life.


